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In a resolution dated October 18, 2001 the Govt. of India Laid down, under National Policy on Education 1986, a three - tier entrance examination scheme for admission to UG degree programmes in Engineering / Technology in the country. One was for some national institutes of higher echelon, like IITs, the exam being IIT – JEE which was already in existence. Another was for state level institutions (SLEEE0 like TNPCEE that existed in Tamil Nadu upto 2006 and EAMCET in Andhra Pradesh.  The third had the magical charm of catering to both type of institutions – of national and state levels. The All India Engineering Entrance Exam (AIEEE) instituted in the year 2002 falls in this group.

The first AIEEE was held on May 19, 2002 at 396 centres In 65 cities, filling 7116 seats in 102 institutions including 11 deemed universities. Until 2004 the exam consisted of four papers: Physical sciences, Mathematics, Biology and Aptitude to Architecture. Beside BE / BTech, B pharm and B Arch / B Plan were also covered.

From 2005 Biology paper was dropped and B pharm was not covered from them on. AIEEE has been going through a series of changes in several aspects – in the number of papers, applicable institutions, number of questions and total marks, exam centres etc.

Quite justifiably,  because of the national character of the exam, ‘minimum common’ syllabus was prescribed for each paper, presumed to be covered in all states – in both eleventh and twelfth standards put together. This is often misunderstood as CBSE syllabus creating a scary myth among some state board students. The exam can be well answered with aplomb by state board students.
The date of AIEEE has been gradually advancing, from the 3rd Sunday of May in 2002 to the last Sunday of April now. The number of candidates was around 2 lakh in the first year and was 599096 in 2007. The seats filled through AIEEE increased by 100% in this period.  Currently AIEEE is applicable to twenty NITs (mandatory) which have about 10000 seats, three IIITs, five complete states, several central Union-territory and state  institutes and many deemed universities either fully or partly. In Tamil Nadu VIT University and a few others have been offering 30% or more of their seats to AIEEE candidates, confiding in quality. The complete picture will emerge only close to counseling dates. Awareness to the importance of AIEEE is growing and the situation may soon improve. Last year itself more than 30000 students took AIEEE from Tamil Nadu.

The number of students who attended the mock AIEEE conducted by AIMS Education in association with The Hindu EDUCATIONPLUS recently was also an impressive 13000, confirming this trend.
There are two papers for AIEEE 2008: Paper 1 for BE / B Tech, scheduled for the forenoon of 27.4.2008 from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm; paper 2 for B Arch / B plan in the afternoon during 2pm – 5 pm.

Though CBSE, the agency conducting AIEEE may alter the pattern of AIEEE any time, the best model that can be assumed for AIEEE 2008 is that of the most recent, namely AIEEE 2007. Accordingly, in paper 1, there will be 3 sections – Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics, in any order, with 40 questions in each. The questions will be of objective type with 4 answers for each. Marks awarded will be 3 for correct answers and (-1) for every wrong answer, which includes multiple answering. Answering shall be done by shading, with pen only.

There is no minimum mark prescribed in the board exam for eligibility, except a pass. However there will be a minimum mark to be obtained in AIEEE for being called for counseling. There will be an All – India rank, as well as a state-specific rank.  The state rank will be helpful to seek seats under other state quotas (50%) in NITs other than the home-state institutes.
The syllabi in various subjects have been stable for a long time, but have changed a little this time. In Mathematics, for instance, the subsections on static’s and Dynamics have been removed and Mathematical Reasoning has been introduced. More details are given in Integral calculus, listing the types of integrals also, a welcome feature. While only 3 questions appeared in this chapter last time, you can expect more questions now.  Last time as many as 10 questions were given in Analytical Geometry. 25% weight age is definitely high, and therefore this time the weight age to this may come down. There was only one question on the important section Differential Equations last year; now, since syllabus in this area is slightly enriched, you can expect more questions. Last time there were no questions in Permutation & Combination, and Mathematical Induction.  Since Mathematical Induction is not suitable for objective testing, this section could have been as well dropped in the syllabus.
The question paper of the mock AIEEE organized by AIMS Education and The Hindu Education Plus took all these factors into account in the process. In the Discussion session, in which toppers of the model exam were felicitated with Prizes, was held on January 12, 2008 at Vani Mahal, Chennai and simultaneously at the other seven city centres of the model exam, further analysis was be done by experts which was of great help to the students who are the potential achievers.

